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Relative to recognizing Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago for his commitment and
dedication to enriching the lives of our students and youth; congratulatmg him as the
Guam Department of Education’s “2021 Teachet of the Year.”

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA ’mE}VTAISAISNA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

"WHEREAS, since 1971, the Foundation for Public Education (FPE) and the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) have nominated 2 handful of teachers for the
lsland and nation’s highest honor for educators in awe of their accomp contributions, and commil to their profession. After undergoing cdigorous evaluations
and observations, one (1) teacher is named Guam’s “Teacher of the Year”; and

WHEREAS, out of six (6) finalists, Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago was b d the honor of being recognized as the 2021 Guam Department of Education (GDOE)
i “Teacher of the Year” during the Fo dation for Public Education (FPE) and the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) virtual ceremony held on Sunday, April 25,
2021; and - '
WHEREAS, Dr. Benjamin Sannago received his D in Educational I hip from Argosy University in the Spring of 2010; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Santiago has established an hing career in his twenty-five (25) years serving in the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) middle and
8 high schools; and -

WHEREAS, in 1995 Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago was the first Guam Department of Educan(m (GDOE} teacher to pilot the cultural dance program at the middle

schuol level; and

REAS, for the past fifteen (15) years, Dr. Benjie has taught Cultural Dance dnd Journalism at Agueda Johnston Middle School in Ordot-Chalan Pago; and as the
owner and director of Nafibw Dance and Studio Mixxedfit, he encourages and inspires others to live healthy lives while perpetuating our island’s heritage in the community
Y and msu].lmg the cultural values, characteristics and knowledge that lift Guam’s youth above and beyond their classtooms; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjie brings our local communities together to preserve and promote awareness of our island’s cultural heritage through the pcrformance arts. His
4 cultural dance program expresses folkloge and Guam’s history of our ancestors and qur land. Integrating traditional cultural dance and standardized core curriculum in the
dacsmom, Dr. Benjie’s students adapt the knnwledge of our island and showcase our local heritage outside the classroom. Dr. Benjie Santiago’s cultural dance program
motivates teamwork in and out the cl g confid in his students all while embracing our heritage; and

-_ WHEREAS, through the Agueda Johnston dedle School Dance Squad, Kulu Natibu, Dr. Benjie takes pride in the promotion and preservation of not only the cultures
of the Pacific, but also and most importantly, the culture of the CHamorx people; and
WHEREAS, Dr. Benjie iago has taught his students the ways of respect and discipline, which are vital components to the success of the Natibn Dance Company
and Kulu Natibu Dance Squad and its legacy, and participating in community activities which cnnmbute to a positive growing environment; and he continues to pass on the
% knowledge he has absorbed to his students; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation for Public Education (FPE) and the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) express gratitude to Dr. Santiago and wish prosperity and
continued success in all his future endeavors; and

WHEREAS, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) National Teacher of the Year Program has been the most prestigious teacher recognition program in
the country for almost seventy (70) years. The only national education non-profit prograrh that-provides a platform for exceptional educators to elevate issues that affect
teachers and their stud expand their leadership roles and inform policy and practice. It also celebrates teachers a5 one of the most impactful figures in the lives of cvery
student; and

WHEREAS, each year, CCSSO pmvldeq a new cohort of State Teachcrs of the Year with a yearlong, one-of-a-kind pmfusmnnl learning and development experience.
The robust program was désigned to increase each inspiring educator’s leadership skills while celebrating their talents and commitment as extraordinary teachers. From the
cohort of State Teachers of the Year, one (1) teacher is aelected to be the National Teacher of the Year. It’s both a year of honor and one of service. The.role of the National
Teacher of the Year is to bring national public attention on the importance of excellence in teaching; and

WHEREAS, the National Teacher of the Year speak< at more than one hundred fifty (150) events each year, crossing the country to share wisdom, advocate for students,
elevate issues teachers face, and i inspire others to join the profession. It’s a singular role for an educator who has demonstrated excellence in the classroom, and an exceptional
[ i to their stud and profession and skills in pubhc “speaking and-advocacy; and .

WHEREAS, Guam’s “2021 Tacher of the Year,” Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago will rep our island on the national level for the 2021 National Teacher of the
& Yearalongside fifty-six (56) educators from the States, Washington, D.C,, the U.S, Tér:imrica and the Department of Defense Education Activity (DODEA); and

WHEREAS, from that group, the National Teacher of the Year ;clecnon committee, which includes representatives from sixteen (16) education organizations, selects
four (4) finalists. The 2021 National Teacher of the Year will spend the next year serving as an ambassador for education and an advocate for all teachers and students; now

4

24 therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Sais Na Libesiaturan Guéban does hereby, on behalf of the people of Guam, res ize Dr. Benjamin “Benjie’ for his c
N and dedication to enriching the lives of our.students and youth; congratulate him as the Gunm Department of Education (GDOE) 2021 “Tcacher of the Year”; and be it
further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hetcof, and that copies of the same be thereafter tﬂn\l"mtted toDr. Bcn]nmm
N “Benjie” Santiago; to Rebecea G. Perez, Principal of Agueda Johaston Middle School; to Jon Fernandez, Superintendent of the Guam Department of Education (GDOE);
to Maria Leon Guertero, Chairwoman of the Foundatior for Public Education (FPE); and to the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerseto, I Maga'higan Gudban,

R’EGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 20T DAY OF APRIL 2021,

¥ AMANDA L. SHETON
Legislative Secretary
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Relative to recognizing Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago for
his commitment and dedication to enriching the lives of our
students and youth; congratulating him as the Guam
Department of Education’s “2021 Teacher of the Year.”

BE IT RESOLVED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN

GUAHAN:
WHEREAS, since 1971, the Foundation for Public Education (FPE) and the
Guam Department of Education (GDOE) have nominated a handful of teachers for the

island and nation’s highest honor for educators in awe of their accomplishments,
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contributions, and commitment to their profession. After undergoing rigorous
evaluations and observations, one (1) teacher is named Guam’s “Teacher of the Year”;
and

WHEREAS, out of six (6) finalists, Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago was
bestowed the honor of being recognized as the 2021 Guam Department of Education
(GDOE) “Teacher of the Year” during the Foundation for Public Education (FPE) and
the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) virtual ceremony held on Sunday, April
25,2021; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjamin Santiago received his Doctorate in Educational
Leadership from Argosy University in the Spring of 2010; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Santiago has established an extensive teaching career in his
twenty-five (25) years serving in the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) middle
and high schools; and

WHEREAS, in 1995, Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago was the first Guam
Department of Education (GDOE) teacher to pilot the cultural dance program at the
middle school level; and

WHEREAS, for the past fifteen (15) years, Dr. Benjie has taught Cultural Dance
and Journalism at Agueda Johnston Middle School in Ordot-Chalan Pago; and as the
owner and director of Natibu Dance and Studio Mixxedfit, he encourages and inspires
others to live healthy lives while perpetuating our island’s heritage in the community
and instilling the cultural values, characteristics and knowledge that lift Guam’s youth
above and beyond their classrooms; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjie brings our local communities together to preserve and
promote awareness of our island’s cultural heritage through the performance arts. His
cultural dance program expresses folklore and Guam’s history of our ancestors and our
land. Integrating traditional cultural dance and standardized core curriculum in the

classroom, Dr. Benjie’s students adapt the knowledge of our island and showcase our
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local heritage outside the classroom. Dr. Benjie Santiago’s cultural dance program
motivates teamwork in and out the classroom, inspiring confidence in his students all
while embracing our heritage; and

WHEREAS, through the Agueda Johnston Middle School Dance Squad, Kulu
Natibu, Dr. Benjie takes pride in the promotion and preservation of not only the cultures
of the Pacific, but also and most importantly, the culture of the CHamoru people; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Benjie Santiago has taught his students the ways of respect and
discipline, which are vital components to the success of the Natibu Dance Company
and Kulu Natibu Dance Squad and its legacy, and participating in community activities
which contribute to a positive growing environment; and he continues to pass on the
knowledge he has absorbed to his students; and

WHEREAS, the Foundation for Public Education (FPE) and the Guam
Department of Education (GDOE) express gratitude to Dr. Santiago and wish prosperity
and continued success in all his future endeavors; and

WHEREAS, the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) National
Teacher of the Year Program has been the most prestigious teacher recognition program
in the country for almost seventy (70) years. The only national education non-
profit program that provides a platform for exceptional educators to elevate issues that
affect teachers and their students, expand their leadership roles and inform policy and
practice. It also celebrates teachers as one of the most impactful figures in the lives of
every student; and

WHEREAS, each year, CCSSO provides a new cohort of State Teachers of the
Year with a yearlong, one-of-a-kind professional learning and development experience.
The robust program was designed to increase each inspiring educator’s leadership skills
while celebrating their talents and commitment as extraordinary teachers. From the
cohort of State Teachers of the Year, one (1) teacher is selected to be the National

Teacher of the Year. It’s both a year of honor and one of service. The role of the National
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Teacher of the Year is to bring national public attention on the importance of excellence
in teaching; and

WHEREAS, the National Teacher of the Year speaks at more than one hundred
fifty (150) events each year, crossing the country to share wisdom, advocate for
students, elevate issues teachers face, and inspire others to join the profession. It’s a
singular role for an educator who has demonstrated excellence in the classroom, and an
exceptional commitment to their students and profession and skills in public speaking
and advocacy; and

WHEREAS, Guam’s “2021 Teacher of the Year,” Dr. Benjamin “Benjie”
Santiago will represent our island on the national level for the 2021 National Teacher
of the Year alongside fifty-six (56) educators from the States, Washington, D.C., the
U.S. Territories, and the Department of Defense Education Activity (DODEA); and

WHEREAS, from that group, the National Teacher of the Year selection
committee, which includes representatives from sixteen (16) education organizations,
selects four (4) finalists. The 2021 National Teacher of the Year will spend the next
year serving as an ambassador for education and an advocate for all teachers and
students; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that I Mina'trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby, on
behalf of the people of Guam, recognize Dr. Benjamin “Benjie” Santiago for his
commitment and dedication to enriching the lives of our students and youth;
congratulate him as the Guam Department of Education (GDOE) 2021 “Teacher of the
Year”; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the
adoption hereof, and that copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to Dr. Benjamin
“Benjie” Santiago; to Rebecca G. Perez, Principal of Agueda Johnston Middle School;
to Jon Fernandez, Superintendent of the Guam Department of Education (GDOE); to



1  Maria Leon Guerrero, Chairwoman of the Foundation for Public Education (FPE); and

2 to the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hdagan Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 29™ DAY OF APRIL 2021.

/‘ .
Tlowah. Tt QuontQeil
THERESE M. TERIAJE MANDA‘E. SHELTON

Speaker Legislative Secretary



